
 

 

 

The History of Wareham Art Club - 2026 

The Wareham Art Club is now approaching 35 years old.  The first meeting took place in September 

1991 and was attended by 20 people of all ages.  Pam Hayes founded the club.  Her son, Peter, had 

died suddenly earlier that year and Pam wanted to do something in the community in his memory.  

Her wish was that “The accent is on people getting together and enjoying art and painting”. 

This continues to be the aim of the club.  Initially the club met just four times a month.  At the first 

AGM in January 1992 a committee of ten members was elected.  Local professional artist and 

lecturer, John Bowen, agree to become President of the Club.  A logo competition was held and the 

winning design was incorporated into the Club’s stationery, as above. 

The Club’s programme included workshops, demonstrations, exhibitions (for which special screens 

were made), trips and social events and these continue to the present day. 

The Club moved from its original venue of the Methodist Church Hall to the Parish Hall on Wareham 

Quay in 1993 and the current pattern of workshops became established as most Monday evenings 

and Tuesday mornings, with around six demonstrations per year.  The membership has increased 

over the years with a peak in 1999 of 70, though it has averaged around 50-55 in recent times. 

Club members have celebrated various anniversaries over the years and there have been some 

landmark events.  In 2004 a Map of Wareham, with notes added of local history in between the 

pictures of the roads and buildings, was produced.  It was run as a competition with members 

painting their favourite buildings, each being completed on 6” x 4” cards donated by the Daler 

company.  There were 128 entries, from which the President selected the best.  The wording was 

checked by a local historian.  Each picture was reduced, assembled with the text on a copy of the 

town map, and a digital image was made and printed by Dolphin Fine Art Printers.  The whole 

process took a year to complete.  The map has been sent to families and friends all over the world.  

In 2014 a copy was sent to Wareham, Massachusetts, to display at their exhibition to commemorate 

the 275th anniversary of the town’s inauguration.   



 

 

2011 was also a special year for the club marked by a competition of paintings depicting Wareham 

through the ages (from which the public chose a winner) and a jigsaw painting of Wareham Quay 

composed of 20 individual acrylic paintings (produced by 20 different members) joined together to 

make one large and striking work of art.   

 

 

Club members continue, enthusiastically, to take part in competitions and, regularly, to support the 

exhibitions held in Wareham Town Hall three times a year by including their work, often for sale, 

including craft items and greetings cards  



The Club has organised a large number of ‘Still Life’ sessions in recent years and a newer feature of 

the programme has been Outdoor painting days during the summer period, at various local venues, 

e.g. Kimmeridge and Creech.  More recently some of the more experienced members have been 

providing short talks on aspects of painting such as transparency in paints; different types of papers 

and composition.  New ideas are always emerging. 

Of particular note, during 2025, was the involvement of several members of the Club in the 

production of the BBC’s ‘World’s Most Amazing Walks’ with Robson Green.  The walks included the 

Jurassic Coast and full details of the part played by Club members is recorded under the Notices tab 

of the website. 

 

 

 

Perhaps the greatest proof of the cohesion of the Club can be witnessed by the pictures including on 

this website which were produced during Covid.  Members were regularly set ‘challenges’ during this 

period by the Committee and thereby encouraged not only to continue with their painting but to 

feel part of the Club community despite not being able to meet each other.  Pam Hayes (who died in 

2015) would have been proud to see her original vision achieved.   

 


