Vincent Van Gogh, his life and works by John Dimech

John Dimech gave an interesting talk and demonstration on Vincent Van Gogh, his life and works. He took one of Van
Gogh'’s paintings Starry night and re painted it in Vincent’s style, talking about his strokes being full of emotion and
meaning, how he painted with forceful curves. Vincent’s paints were supplied by his brother Theo who also became
his favourite critic. Van Gogh loved blues and yellows, so much so he even ate some yellows! He also loved his drink,
so some of his subjects must have moved as he was capturing them.

He drew in charcoal on a Gesso coated canvas; mostly he uses clear Gesso to keep the charcoal from smudging as he
paints. Vincent only received fame posthumously due to the exhibition his wife arranged of all his paintings. Sadly
she died not long afterwards.

John also discussed other artists, particularly the impressionists, explaining the variations in Monet’s style as his
eyesight deteriorated so his work became more abstract, also how the scale of his work got bigger as his sight failed
him. He paid homage to Bob Ross and his stylistic painting on TV, from which his son derived quite an income, and
subsequently built up a consumeristic following.

John chatted as he painted in acrylics; he used flat brushes this evening though he prefers working with round
brushes. Vincent painted in sombre tones until he went to Paris to see the impressionists then his work became more
colourful. He never used black but used indigo.

Vincent put himself into an asylum, painted dead sunflowers presumably saving on the expense of fresh! John gave
us a fascinating evening and plans to send us a copy of the painting when finished.
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