
11th September 2017 – Mike Bragg – Landscape in Mixed Media 

 

Mike is a great believer in sketch books and produced a painting from one of his of Avon 

Causeway. He was using 140lb watercolour paper and mapped out the picture in charcoal. 

He said that it doesn’t matter if there is an object dead centre as long as it is interesting. 

 

Then he ‘knocked back’ the sketch, i.e. making the sketch fainter by knocking the loose 

charcoal off by flicking with a cloth. 

Hoping that everybody would want to try his techniques, he started with watercolour and 

mixing his paint in a pot for quantity, turned the board upside-down to wet the paper and 

then put the board on the floor and applied ultramarine, ceruleum blue and yellow ochre.  

     

 

He then twisted the board back and forth to blend the colours with the help of a sponge, 

took out the paint where necessary. He then dried the paper with a hair-dryer. Windsor 

Yellow was then applied and the remains of the Ultramarine with a broad flat brush; Bright 

Green was added to the foreground. 

 



 

 

 

Using a watercolour brush he put some tree shapes in the background. He then used a 

sponge with a straight-edge to create a horizon on the background trees and added some 

shading to them. He changed to acrylic, dabbing the trees with a sponge to darken them 

down and then reverted to a brush for the trunks. 

 



 

 

Tree trunks were put in on the with a brush on the right-hand side and then some central 

and left-hand trunks were put in using acrylic with a stick.  

 

 

 

 



More background detail was added. He cut some newspaper in a curve to act as a mask and 

used it to create areas of grasses. 

 

 

 

A stiff old bristle brush was then used to create the grass textures using some of the 

previous acrylic greens and yellow ochre . 

He then mixed acrylic and watercolour, which texturally gave a link between the paints. 

He then considered parts of the picture which were too bright and unnatural and knocked 

them back with a sponge and water. More detail was added to the central trees and used oil 

pastels to highlight the tree trunks against the darker tree background and also to bring 

down the brightness of the foreground. He was attracted to the light gaps under the trees 

which he was emphasising. 

He said that using mixed media: Watercolour, Acrylic and Ink made the style more 

experimental. 

The finished picture below:- 



 

The finished picture 

 

 

Mike with the picture 
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