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Tony always wants to tell a story and this picture was of a flooded field he
encountered when he was out running.

He was born in Lancashire and he likes to put a sense of his childhood there
into his work. This picture; drawn from memory in 2014 is of a village where he
lived when he was a child.

He went to art college in Manchester and then did a 3-year illustration course
at the Royal College of Art, being tutored by Quentin Blake, one of the
foremost illustrators of children’s books.
He has illustrated a lot of books and jackets as can be seen from the picture
below, including some local attraction guides such as Corfe Castle.

When he has a project to complete he is sent a manuscript, then gets a sense
of what the book is about and draws relevant sketches from his imagination. A
lot of his work is done by trial and error, for instance; drawing horses, drawing
them over and over.

He has carried out a lot of work for the National Trust, including pictorial
guides and maps to houses and grounds, including Corfe Castle and Durleston
Castle.
Tony uses all mediums including gouache, acrylics, oils, watercolour, pastels
and computer design. He uses acrylic ink like watercolour for an underpainting
wash as it will not wash away.
He said as an illustrator it was important to get your name about but also
fashion plays a part; what can be in fashion one year can be out the next and
you have to keep up.
This was a fascinating insight into the world of illustration and I must admit I
take for granted when I see a book; normally when I’m reading to my
grandchildren, or guide, pamphlet or map, I for one will take them more
seriously in the future.
Below is a selection of Tony’s pictures: -

Swanage Bay

A poster for Swanage Tourist Office

Tony with one of his pictures
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