
Art Club Day Out to Chichester – 21 August 2019 

 

Twenty five members, friends and spouses made the trip to Chichester 
in August and fortunately the weather as kind to us as there was a deal 
of walking between venues. 

We were dropped by the coach near the Cathedral and walked to the 
West Door where we were greeted by the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh 
to the left and right of the main door. 

 

 

             

 

Once inside we were taken to the refectory for coffee. After refreshments 
we were split into two groups for a guided tour. 



 

 

We started in the Nave and were taken to the Arundel Screen which was 
removed in the mid-19th Century but in 1861 the spire telescoped in on 
itself due to, in part, stresses caused by the screen’s removal. The spire 
was rebuilt and the screen re-instated in 1961, hence its newer 
appearance. 

There are some famous graves within the cathedral including Gustav 
Holst and Richard FitzAlan, 10th Earl of Arundel; d.1376 holding hands 
with his wife, Eleanor of Lancaster; d.1372. The tomb was celebrated in 
a poem by Philip Larkin called ‘An Arundel Tomb’ (See below) 

           



There is a stained glass window by Marc Chagall. 

 

 

This was his last commissioned work at the age of 90 inspired by Psalm 
150 and was unveiled by the Duchess of Kent in 1978. 

There are two carved reliefs dating from the 12th Century, the one 
pictured here is of the ‘Raising of Lazarus’. 

 



Also there are remains of a Roman mosaic pavement. 

 

 

The Piper Tapestry at the High Altar was designed by John Piper and 
woven in France in 1966. The central subject is ‘The Holy Trinity’ to 
which the Cathedral is dedicated. 

 

 



At the rear of the High altar is an Anglo-German Tapestry by Ursula 
Benker-Schirmer in 1985 and contains symbols, biblical in origin, relating 
to the life of St Richard. 

 

 

Some detail from the tapestry. 

 



St Richard of Chichester was the Bishop here from 1245 to 1253 and his 
statue, by Phillip Jackson, stands outside. 

 

 

At the back of the cathedral is a painting by Graham Sutherland called 
‘Noli me Tangere’ (Touch me not) and is a depiction of Mary Magdalene 
seeing Jesus on the first Easter morning and mistaking him for the 
gardener. 

               

 



Some more pictures in the Cathedral:- 

 

             

      The west stained glass window                      The Nave 

 

              

              The South window                             The main organ  

 



 

The Font, made from a single piece of granite 

 

And there’s some strange people in the Cathedral………… 

   Photo’s removed to protect the strange people………….  

See club notice board 

 

 

 

After the guided tour we had lunch in a private room booked for us at the 
back of the refectory.  

 

Waiting outside the refectory 

 

 

 



 

After lunch we walked through the streets of Chichester to the Pallant 
House Gallery which is dedicated to modern art. 

 

 

 

 

Group photo outside before entering. 

 

 

Upon entry we were left to wander round and it is quite difficult to 
navigate between the old and new buildings. 



 

The Gallery consists of an original 18th Century town house and a new 
extension opened in 2006.  

 

 

The main staircase in the new building. The art work is by Lothar Gotz 
and called, ‘Composition for a Staircase’. 

And this is the old staircase:- 

 

‘Wall Pomp’, by Pablo Bronstein 



 

Some paintings from the gallery 

 

Ivon Hitchens, Sussex River, near Midhurst (1965) 

 

 

 

Walter Nessler: Postwar Optimist 

Some other paintings……………. 

       



 

 

 

 



 

Ivon Hitchens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

There were lots of interesting pictures over the range of floors and 
galleries that I could have photographed but I would have been writing 
for a long time. 

For those who didn’t go on the trip I hope this is of interest and you 
certainly missed a great and interesting day out. 

I would like to say a big thank you to David Cole for organising it. 

 

Jon Wright                                                                      Sept 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


